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Lela	Bakanidze	

Biosafety	Nonproliferation	Programs	Manager	
Georgian	Agrarian	University	

Past‐President,	Georgian	Biosafety	Association	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Dr.	Lela	Bakanidze	has	worked	in	the	fields	of	biosafety	and	biosecurity	for	more	
than	30	years.	She	worked	first	at	the	Georgian	Anti‐Plague	Station,	which	later	
became	the	Georgian	National	Center	for	Disease	Control	and	Public	Health	(NCDC),	
where	she	served	as	a	member	and	later	as	Head	of	the	Biosafety	Regime	
Commission	(equivalent	to	a	Biosafety	Committee).	She	contributed	to	preparing	
Georgian	biosafety	regulations	and	its	list	of	select	agents.	She	was	the	first	
Registered	Biosafety	Professional	(RBP)	in	the	South	Caucasus,	was	actively	
involved	in	founding	the	Biosafety	Association	for	Central	Asia	and	the	Caucasus	and	
organizing	it	conferences,	and	was	the	first	president	of	the	Georgian	Biosafety	
Association.	She	has	translated	the	WHO	Laboratory	Biosafety	Manual	into	
Georgian.	She	is	Georgia’s	representative	to	the	Biological	and	Toxin	Weapon’s	
Convention	Experts	meetings.	In	January	2012	Dr.	Bakanidze	moved	to	the	Georgian	
Agrarian	University,	where	she	holds	the	positions	of	professor	and	biosafety	
nonproliferation	programs	manager.	There	she	included	a	course	on	
biosafety/biosecurity	into	the	university’s	Life	Sciences	Master’s	Program	syllabus.	
She	has	been	involved	in	a	wide	variety	of	other	biosafety‐related	activities,	and	has	
been	a	tireless	advocate	for	biosafety	in	Georgia.	She	is	the	author	of	2	monographs	
and	more	than	80	publications.	
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Mahama	Touré		
Assistant	Professor,	

University	of	Jean	Lorougnon	Guédé	
University	of	Alassane	Ouattara	

President,	Association	de	Biosécurité	en	Côte	d’Ivoire		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 
	

Dr.		Mahama	Touré	acquired	knowledge	of	biosafety	and	biosecurity	in	his	work	
with	the	African	Biosafety	Association,	which	he	serves	as	treasurer.	In	order	to	
better	pass	on	that	knowledge	to	colleagues	and	students	in	his	own	country	he	
founded	the	“Association	de	Biosécurité	en	Côte	d’Ivoire	(ABCI)”,	with	members	
from	many	national	institutions,	which	he	serves	as	president.	Dr.	Touré	succeeded	
in	introducing	biosafety	and	biosecurity	into	the	curricula	of	the	University	of	
Alassane	Ouattara	Côte	d’Ivoire.	He	did	all	this	in	a	country	which	has	had	
significant	political	instability	and	funding	challenges.	He	continues	to	advocate	for	
projects	to	improve	biosafety	in	Côte	d’Ivoire.	


