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July 12, 2023
Call for Nominations - IFBA Board of Directors
The International Federation of Biosafety Associations (IFBA) is currently soliciting nominations from its national and regional Member Biosafety Associations to serve on the IFBA Board of Directors. The IFBA needs a skillful and diverse Board to continue our strategic direction and increase our impact in support of our mission. Achieving gender balance and equitable geographical representation on the IFBA Board is a key consideration in the election process. The new Board positions will become available in September 2023 and will continue for a term of 3 years. Additionally, the IFBA’s Board may also include Observers who will act as ex-officio members from health or security organizations, institutions, governments, or other interested groups. Candidates for observers to the Board are also being solicited currently. 
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In accordance with the IFBA’s By-Laws, the IFBA’s Board of Directors is elected by the Members through a nomination process that focuses on a slate of qualified candidates reflecting the most desirable mix of capabilities supporting the organization’s direction (see attached “Competency Guidelines for the IFBA’s Board Composition”). From the pool of proposed candidates, the IFBA Board Nominating Committee will assess each candidate’s interest and qualifications against the board’s needed competencies and credentials and then present the proposed “slate” to the Members for their final approval. This process will provide the IFBA with a Board that can meet current relevant challenges and to ensure that the Board has the experience and knowledge to address the changing environment. 
Nominations should be submitted to the IFBA Secretariat at secretariat@internationalbiosafety.org using the attached nomination form. Please indicate whether the nomination is for the position of Board member or observer. All nominees must agree to stand as a candidate to the IFBA Board of Directors before submission of the application. Please note that Board members receive no compensation or remuneration for their services but are entitled to reasonable direct expenses incurred in the exercise of their duties on the Board.  
The closing date for nominations is July 28, 2023. 


 Competency Guidelines for the IFBA’s Board Selection
	Universal Competencies

Personal Qualifications required by ALL board members


	Collective Competencies

Should be present in the board AS A WHOLE, and therefore be strong attributes of one or more but not necessarily all members
	Desirable Competencies

These characteristics would be an asset to the board at the present time and should be sought in recruitment, given current strategic priorities and board needs

	An understanding of the role of the IFBA and the opportunities it presents
	Represent issues related to the involvement of the IFBA in target stakeholder communities
	Experience in front-line in-country NGO work related to biosafety/biosecurity

	An understanding of the IFBA stakeholders and what their stake is
	A fiduciary responsibility to stakeholders
	A history of trust relationship prior to tenure on the board

	A demonstrated commitment to the IFBA mission, vision, values, and ethical responsibilities and to the international biosafety communities we serve
	High level leadership and executive experience in a business or non-profit organization
	High level experience in governance, strategic planning, and business management

	Possess diplomatic and strategic thinking skills
	Represent and promote the IFBA publicly 
	Ability to work in international settings including local languages and cultures

	A demonstrated willingness and devotion to invest the time necessary towards IFBA board work
	Representative of the 

IFBA constituency (e.g. international biosafety associations) and other stakeholders served

by the IFBA
	Ability to communicate with and

influence key stakeholders and senior policy/gov’t/multilateral agency officials at the national and international levels

	A demonstrated capability to exercise:

- Leadership

- Teamwork/consensus-building

- Sound judgment on difficult and complex matters that come

before a governing body
	Background and expertise in reviewing financial statements and reports
	Internationally recognized champion of global public health

	Personal integrity and objectivity,

including no conflicts of interest that would prevent a trustee from discharging his or her responsibilities
	Insight, experience and expertise in biosafety/biosecurity and international public health security to ensure policies and programs are consistent with the IFBA’s mission/vision/goals
	Well-regarded leader and advocate with ability to secure funding from a variety of sources

	No self-serving personal agendas or other obligations that could conflict with board responsibilities
	Diversity of experience, backgrounds, gender and ethnic origin
	Representative of the corporate private sector

	Well regarded by their peers
	Knowledge of the difference between board work and management work
	Internationally recognized biosafety professional 

	Have a network of individuals whose lives would be enhanced through association with the IFBA
	Influence and attract others to the IFBA by sharing vision
	Ability to mobilize resources (human and financial)


Nominations Form - IFBA Board of Directors
	a) Nominator 

	1) Name 
	

	2) IFBA Member Organization

	

	3) Mailing Address

	

	4) Telephone
	

	5) Email Address
	

	6) Signature
	


	b) Candidate - I agree to stand as a candidate for election to the IFBA Board of Directors in the position of:

Member  
                                           Observer



	1) Name 
	

	2) Title & Organization

	

	3) Mailing Address
	

	4) Telephone
	

	5) Email Address
	

	6) Signature
	


	c) Candidate Profile

	1) How do you think the IFBA should work in the future to best serve its Members and the international biosafety community?

	2) What challenge is the IFBA facing in advancing its mission and how could this be tackled? 


	3) Please note your strengths in relation to the competencies required by the IFBA’s Board.



	4) Please note any professional designations or qualifications.

	6) Please list any prior Board experience.


	5) Please list any prior Non-Governmental Organization experience.



	6) Please provide any information on your background or work experience that may be of assistance to the work of the Board (you may attach a résumé to this form as supporting documentation).



Each nomination requires completion of this form emailed by
 July 28, 2023, to the IFBA Secretariat at secretariat@internationalbiosafety.org  
